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Prussia. It was confidence in the Germanic power devel-
oped by means of Prussia, and the attraction which is
inherent in a brave and resolute policy if it is successful,
and then proceeds within reasonable and honourable limits.
This nimbus had been won by Prussia; it would have
been lost irrevocably, or at all events for a long time, if in
a question of national honour the opinion gained ground
among the people that the French insult, La Prusse cane,
had a foundation in fact.

In the same psychological train of thought in which
during the Danish war in 1864 I desired, for political rea-
sons, that precedence should be given not to the old Prus-
sian, but to the Westphalian battalions, who so far had
had no opportunity of proving their courage under Prus-
sian leadership, and regretted that Prince Frederick
Charles had acted contrary to my wish, did I feel con-
vinced that the gulf, which diverse dynastic and family
influences and different habits of life had in the course of
history created between the south and north of the Father-
land, could not be more effectually bridged over than by a
joint national war against the neighbour who had been
aggressive for many centuries. I remembered that even
in the short period from 1813 to 1815, from Leipzig and
Hanau to Belle-Alliance, the joint victorious struggle
against France had rendered it possible to put an end to
the opposition between a yielding Rhine-Confederation
policy and the German national impetus of the days
between the Vienna congress and the Mainz commission
of enquiry, days marked by the names of Stein, Gorres,
Jahn, Wartburg, up to the crime of Sand. The blood
shed in common, from the day when the Saxons came
over at Leipzig down to their participation at Belle-Alli-
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